Transportation

Safe and Efficient Transportation

Transportation choices play a major role in our quality of life, influencing everything from access
to economic opportunities to environmental quality and community safety. Providing safe,
convenient, and user-friendly transportation options helps Americans save money, improve their
personal health, and decrease their impact on the environment; it promotes economic
development in our communities; and it creates good paying jobs.

| have been a tireless advocate for increasing the number and variety of transportation choices
available to residents of Silicon Valley. Through my role on the Appropriations Committee, |
have successfully fought to ensure that our region receives its fair share of federal
transportation funding to improve inter-city and intra-city travel. More broadly, | have been at the
forefront of Congressional efforts to craft policies that encourage sound planning for our nation’s
airports, highways, and public transportation systems, particularly during my service on the
Transportation and Infrastructure Committee (2001-2007).

- Surface Transportation
- Aviation
- Rail

Surface Transportation

I have lived in San Jose for most of my life, and like many lifelong residents, | have seen our
area grow immensely in recent years. Due to this growth, our commutes have become more
difficult and more time consuming—taking time away from our daily lives that is much better
spent with family and friends. Gridlock threatens to undermine the quality of life and economic
growth our region has worked so hard to achieve.
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BART Extension to San Jose

The BART Silicon Valley project is one of the most critical transportation improvements
currently under way in the Bay Area. When realized, it will enhance regional commuter
connectivity; alleviate traffic congestion; accommodate future travel demand; improve access to
employment, education, medical, and retail centers; and maximize public transit usage among
numerous high technology businesses and other employment centers in Silicon Valley. The
alignment for this project generally will parallel I-680 and I-880, which are among the most
congested corridors in the nine-county Bay Area region. The project represents the last link
needed to complete the connection of all of our region’s rail systems around San Francisco Bay.
The project also promises to be an economic success: it is expected that for every dollar spent
on construction, operations and maintenance of the BART project, $4 to $10 will be reinvested
in the local economy.

Over the past three years, VTA has worked extensively with the Federal Transit Administration
to make the BART project more competitive for federal funding. A critical component of the
process was the voter support of Measure B in November of 2008. The operations revenue that
will result from our county’s commitment to improved, expanded public transportation has
significantly strengthened the project.

As a former Member of the House Transportation Committee, and a current senior Member of
the House Appropriations Committee, securing approval and funding for the BART project has
been one of my top priorities, which my constituents have supported. | promised them that |
would not give up on this project and would fight to ensure that it receives the federal funds that
it deserves. | was so proud of our communities’ efforts that I invited U.S. Department of
Transportation Under Secretary Roy Kienitz to see the project first hand and report his findings
back to Secretary Ray LaHood and President Obama. The visit, which included a briefing with
local business, transportation, and government leaders at the Mineta Transportation Institute,
was a success, and was key in the President recommending the project for a funding
agreement.

In late 2011, | asked Secretary LaHood to give full and fair consideration of the importance of
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keeping this project on schedule. | am pleased that the Transportation Secretary came through
on that request, and that a Full Funding Grant Agreement was approved..

On March 12, 2012, | joined local and federal officials in San Jose at the signing of the $900
million federal Full Funding Grant Agreement, which included the appropriation of the first $100
million. With these funds, the project is expected to create 2,500 annual construction jobs and
7,400 annual permanent jobs once operational. Ultimately, the BART Silicon Valley Project
means a stronger job-creating environment, which is so many of our communities’ business and
government leaders have supported it. The $900 million federal grant agreement represents the
fortitude of our Silicon Valley communities and is a big win for our region.
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On April 12, 2012, | attended the groundbreaking ceremony for the project along with Senator
Feinstein and other local officials.
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http://www.trucksafety.org/
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/97-98/bill/asm/ab_2251-2300/ab_2253_bill_19980428_amended_asm.html
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/97-98/bill/asm/ab_2251-2300/ab_2253_bill_19980428_amended_asm.html
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RELATED SECTIONS
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http://www.sjc.org/
http://www.cahighspeedrail.ca.gov/
http://www.cahighspeedrail.ca.gov/
http://www.cahighspeedrail.ca.gov/
http://www.fra.dot.gov/Pages/203.shtml
http://www.fra.dot.gov/Pages/203.shtml

