
The Truth about Army Ranger Patrick Tillman

A San Jose native, Patrick Tillman stood as a role model to friends and family when he left his
professional football career after the attacks of 9/11, and enlisted in the Army to fight in the war
against terrorism. According to initial military reports to the Tillman family and general public, he
was killed in Afghanistan by enemy fire on April 22, 2004. Corporal Tillman was posthumously
awarded both the Silver Star and Purple Heart, and the accompanying citation contained an
account of the battle that falsely attributed his death to enemy fire. Several weeks after his
death, Corporal Tillman's family was notified that his loss was a possible fratricide, so-called
"friendly fire". The Army later confirmed what fellow soldiers and higher ranking officials knew
almost immediately - Corporal Tillman was killed by friendly fire. His family was infuriated by the
knowing deception over the circumstances about his death, and I promised them that I would
help uncover what had actually happened. Earlier this week the Department of Defense Inspec
tor General
released its investigative report about Tillman's death. This report and the one concurrently
released by the Army Criminal 
Investigation Command
proved to be the most thorough to date. Unfortunately, rather than lay to rest troubling questions
regarding a personal and national tragedy, those reports raise more questions than they
answer. As USA Today said in a recent 
editorial

  

,

  
Damning as the reports are, they leave questions unanswered. The tragedy unfolded at a time
when the Pentagon was mired in the Abu Ghraib torture scandal. The heroic Tillman story
helped deflect some of the bad publicity. Was that the reason so many officers stuck to the story
they knew to be false? Did Rumsfeld know about it, as the Tillman family believes? Or was the
spinning part of a broader culture of denial? The report offers no answers.  

"Missteps" - or a systemic breakdown? The reports detail "missteps" of individual Army officers,
yet it sheds no light on what the Tillman case makes abundantly obvious: There appears to be a
systemic breakdown in our military's reporting and investigative command structure that
harmfully impacts our brave service men and women. Further, it remains unresolved whether
any high-ranking officers are liable for criminal negligence, despite significant indications that
they may be. Finally, the Tillman family and the nation have not yet been given clear answers
as to what corrective action will be taken to ensure accountability in the mishandling of this
case, and what specific steps will be taken to ensure this tragedy is not repeated. In response to
the Inspector General's report, the Tillman family issued a 
statement 
that included the following:
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http://www.defenselink.mil/home/pdf/Tillman_Redacted_Web_0307.pdf
http://www.defenselink.mil/home/pdf/Tillman_Redacted_Web_0307.pdf
https://www2.arims.army.mil/rmdaxml/rmdadocuments/ERR%20DOCUMENTS/FOIAElecReadRoom.asp
http://blogs.usatoday.com/oped/2007/03/post_59.html
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/n/a/2007/03/26/national/w205834D50.DTL&amp;amp;type=politics#sections
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The briefing we just received was shamefully unacceptable. Our family is therefore compelled to
continue our pursuit the full truth about the circumstances of Pat Tillman's death and the
so-called "missteps" and "deficiencies" of Pat's unit, the Army, the Department of Defense, and
this administration. The characterization of criminal negligence, professional misconduct,
battlefield incompetence, concealment and destruction of evidence, deliberate deception, and
conspiracy to deceive, are not "missteps." These actions are malfeasance. This attempt to
impose closure by slapping the wrists of a few officers and enlisted men is yet another
bureaucratic entrenchment.  

Congressional hearings are needed It is important to note that the Tillman family, up to this
point, had been reserved in their public comments while they waited years for the results of
these latest investigations. Neither this patriotic family nor I am satisfied with the questions that
remain unanswered and the lack of action based on the findings of the reports. At the urging of
the Tillman family, I have called for Congressional
hearings  to bring this tragic chain of
events to a conclusion, and several media outlets, including the 
New York Times
and 
USA Today
, have also agreed that Congressional hearings are needed. We must ensure that no family will
ever endure the Tillmans' sorrow ever again. After nearly three years of obfuscation, delay and
potential criminal actions on the part of senior military officers, the Tillman family, our active duty
service members, and the nation as a whole are owed definitive answers to these lingering
questions.
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http://www.house.gov/apps/list/press/ca15_honda/TILLMANHASC.html
http://www.house.gov/apps/list/press/ca15_honda/TILLMANHASC.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2007/03/28/opinion/28wed2.html
http://blogs.usatoday.com/oped/2007/03/post_59.html

